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un cannone, ne un soldato, ne un facile di mens. Morire di

fame, se occorre, ma armati " (not an ironclad, not a cannon,
not a soldier, not a rifle the fewer. We are to die of hunger,
if necessary, but armed to the teeth). This is surely an
unhealthy condition of the body politic. That the destruc-
tive arts should be overfed and those of national development
and reparation starved are sure signs that the vessel of the
tate is not advancing with a fair wind to the haven of pro-

sperity, but that it is rather drifting towards the inner
circles of the maelstrom. Little more than six months now
divide us from the meeting of the International Con-

gress, and that interval is all too short to place the

Policlinico in such order as to accommodate the 9000

Congressisti " who are expected, and also to provide
the necessary room for the nineteen Sections over which
their work is distributed. To what shifts the executive
committee will be reduced when so much of the medical
world is on its hands-at a season, moreover, when the

capacity of Rome is strained almost to snapping point-
we shrink from contemplating, but when to this source

of confusion is added the non-completion of the building
in which the Congress is to transact its daily business

the probabilities of a fiasco become only too alarming. As
we write we are informed that 350 masons, thanks to the
intervention of Signor Genala, Minister of Public Works, will-
’’ tra quindici o venti giorni " (in a fortnight or three weeks)-
be re.employed for the completion of the clinica chirurgica, "
a stage of the building operations that was to have been un fait
accompli on the last of the present month. But the leeway
to be made up with the rest of the undertaking is still enormous,
and nothing but the extremely improbable contingency of
no further difficulty-pecuniary or other-intruding itself

can warrant the expectation that the Policlinico will be in a
iit state for the first great use it will be made to serve. No
man in Rome, whether as municipal councillor or as member
of Parliament, has laid the city under heavier obligations
than Dr. Guido Baccelli, and to outsiders like ourselves it seems
to be a poor return for such exertions on her behalf that so
little is done to help him at a crisis when her reputation as a
school and as a capital of world-wide fame has been com-
mitted to him. Italy’s military and naval requirements may
be urgent, but something, we think, might be spared from her
"bloated armaments " (to use Lord Beaconsfield’s phrase) in
order to keep faith with the profession that in the past has
done her so much credit and whose power of doing her yet
more in the future depends on a little opportune and certainly
not very exacting support. _

TREATMENT OF MALARIA WITH METHYLENE
BLUE. 

SEVERAL articles have recently appeared in various medical
journals on the treatment of malaria by administration of

methylene blue, and the treatment seems to have met with
considerable success. Cases of malarial fever in children
often prove to be very rebellious to treatment; Dr. Ferreira of
Rio Janeiro has tried methylene blue in such cases and his
results are published in the Revue de Tjeerapeutique M&eacute;dico-
Chirwrgicale. He treated forty children who were suffering
from malaria with this drug and came to the following con-
clusions : 1. Methylene blue is a satisfactory drug for the
treatment of malarial disturbances in children, especially
when the cases have resisted other methods of treatment.
2. It is of use both in the intermittent and remittent varieties
when the cases are not very severe, but when danger to life
is threatened by the intensity of the poison-that is, in

cases usually described as ’’ pernicious’’&mdash;the drug should
be supplemented by hypodermic injections of bi-hydrochlorate
of quinine, which acts more promptly and energetically than
the sulphate of quinine. 3. Children take methylene blue
without discomfort, neither vomiting nor diarrhoea occurring

As quinine often produces these symptoms together with
headache, the former drug is to be preferred. 4. The

enlargement of the liver and spleen rapidly lessens and
the methylene blue seems to exercise a distinct action on
the micro-organism of malaria and its products. 5. After

the administration of the drug the temperature falls, but

not to such a marked degree as with antipyrine. 6. It may
be safely administered to very young children and should be
continued for some days after the disappearance of all
manifestations of the malarial poison. 7. The drug should
be more largely employed in malarial affections of children
than is at present the case. It is best given, dissolved in
some bitter, by the mouth. 

_

THE DIFFUSION OF SMALL-POX.

THE small-pox returns during the past few weeks are by
no means satisfactory when it is remembered that the period
in question is that in which small-pox is generally at its

lowest in this country. Last week a number of fresh occur-
rences took place, and, excluding isolated attacks, the cases
were : London, 1’7 ; Walsall, 10 ; St. George’s Bristol, 7 ;
Birmingham, 7 ; West Ham, 7 ; Oldham, 3 ; Bristol, 2; and
Tynemouth, 2. Taking the past three weeks together,
Walsall has had 95 fresh attacks, Birmingham 41, and
Leicester, with only one attack last week, has had 30 cases.
The number of cases under treatment in the ships and con-
valescent hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board
varies from 80 to 85. 

____

THE LATE SURGEON-MAJOR PARKE.

AT a meeting last week of the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Freemasons of North Connaught a portrait of Surgeon-Major
Parke was presented to the lodge, of which the deceased
officer was a member, by Lieutenant-Colonel Folliott. He is

represented as leaning upon his rifle in a. costume similar to
that worn by him in his African expedition ; the likeness of
the portrait, which was painted by Lieutenant-Colonel

Folliott’s daughter, is excellent. It has been decided to erect

a Masonic Hall, to be called the Parke Memorial Hall, in
Carrick-on-Shannon, and it is hoped that all admirers of the

excellent qualities which characterised Surgeon-Major Parke,
whether Masons or otherwise, will subscribe to this praise-
worthy object with a view to perpetuate his memory.

UNILATERAL HYPERTROPHY OF THE FACE.

AN interesting case of unilateral hypertrophy of the face,
and one of considerable rarity is related by Dr. Montgomery
in the Ofedical Ne7vs (New York) of July 15th. Thepatientwasa
man aged thirty-one whose family history discloses nothing of
importance or significance. As regards his personal history,
he had brain fever " at two years of age and was apparently
very ill. Otherwise his life has been uneventful and he has
had no severe bruise or blow about the face. He never
suffered from neuralgia. At the age of eight or nine he had
an abscess over the inferior left maxilla which has left a deep
sunken scar on his cheek. The first sign of the condition which
is now present was noticed in an enlargement of the gums
which occurred at ten years of age. The mother states that the

facial deformity was distinctly visible two years later and has
been gradually becoming more distinct. Now in the supra-
orbital malar and mental regions, where the hypertrorhy is
most distinct, the tissues are raised up in large swollen masses
and the bones can be felt to be deformed. The affection is

markedly unilateral, especially on the nose and forehead,
coming just up to the middle line. In the upper lip and gum
there is slight encroachment on the other side. The skin on
the affected side of the face is for the most part rough, coarse
and thickened, the hair is abnormally coarse and the most
marked bony enlargement is seen on the forehead. The

scalp and the hair on the head are not altered, but the upper
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part of the ear is enlarged. The teeth are very good and
not abnormal, but the left upper alveolar process is

immensely enlarged as is also the gum both internally
and externally. There is no hypertrophy of the tongue
and no derangement of ordinary or special sense. The

patient himself states that he perspires more freely
on the left side. A portion of the affected skin was

removed and found to be very brittle and to consist

largely of sebaceous glands. There were also masses of con-

centrically arranged epithelial cells which had undergone
hyaline degeneration and formed visible tumour-like elevations
of the skin of the cheek. The tissue around these was richly
infiltrated with round cells. The case is curiously analogous
to those in which the opposite condition-viz , hemiatrophy
of the face-is observed. There is a similar absence of any-
thing in the form of a sufficient cause and the condition is
similarly limited. Whether it is the result of an irritation of
the structures which have been found atrophied in Mendel’s
case of hemiatrophy-viz., the descending root of the fifth

and the substantia ferr2ginea-it is, of course, impossible to
say ; but such an explanation is at least plausible.

AFTER THE HOLIDAYS.

THE holiday fever is passing off. Defervescence is setting 
(

in rather quickly and the temperature threatens to fall con- I
siderably below normal. This post-holiday stage of life seems 

t

to us to be entitled to a little more attention than it has 
1

received. It is often acute and disagreeable, so much 
E

so that the victim of it is apt to think that there is no 
(

other cure for it but" a hair of the dog that bit him "- 
(

another holiday, to be followed by the same depression, 1
this in its turn necessitating further change, till a habit of 

I

restlessness in life is generated and people begin to feel 
I

never at home save when they are from home. This is a verit-
able evil that should be boldly met by resolute domestication
and the cultivation of home employments and pleasures.
A very little reflection will make this easy. There are innu-

merable advantages to be found at home and not elsewhere.
Moreover, the everlasting sense of movement and noise which
is associated with railway travelling, pleasure resorts and
hotels is a very disturbing influence even to the most philo-
sophical traveller, and the very mountains and rivers are

apt to be used wrongly and injuriously by holiday-makers.
We have no wish to encourage any morbid reflections.

Those who have enjoyed their holidays must bear patiently
with the mood which is apt to assert itself for a week or
two subseqently. The reaction is in proportion to the

pleasure-
" So high as we have mounted in delight,
In our dejection do we sitk as low."

Nature, however, will restore the equilibrium, and the out-
come of well-spent and well-enjoyed holidays should be to
furnish us with fresh resolves to meet quietly the duties of
life 11S they arise. 

-

THE PERILS OF AN&AElig;STHETICS.
UNDER this title the Tiiiies of India has opened its corre-

spondence columns to a discussion of the questions con-

nected’with the use of chloroform. A letter, we regret to
say from a medical man, appears in the paper in spite of
the obvious objections to the ventilation of purely medical
questions in the lay press. The writer suggests "that the
Hyderabad Commission has demonstrated that all the
chloroformist can produce with chloroform is anaesthesia
and that ansesthesia alone is entirely free from risk." He

proceeds to say that the statistics which THE LANCET

Chloroform Commission has adduced show, not that chloro-
form is dangerous, but that the "simple rules of the

Hyderabad Commission " for producing anaesthesia by
Shiorofcrm "are systematically and criminally neglected."

Another correspondent, who ingenuously signs himself "Tyro, 
11

inquires whether the figures we publish of deaths under chloro-
form do not, when compared with the statistics furnished
from Hyderabad, show that " THE LANCET Commission on
Anesthetics has something to learn from the Hyderabad
Chloroform Commission." We need not comment on the
lack of good taste displayed by a medical man writing in a
lay paper that members of the medical profession who differ
from the views of some of their brethren are "criminally’’
negligent, but we may point out what should have been
obvious had the correspondents of the Times fl.f India been
better acquainted with the subject to which they venture
to address themselves, that the work of the Hyderabad
Chloroform Commission and that of THE LANCET Com-
mission on Anaesthetics are entirely upon different lines,
although THE LANCET Commission’s work was undertaken
as supplementary to the Hyderabad Commissicn’s experi-
mental researches. 

____

STROPHANTHUS IN GRAVES’ DISEASE.

DR. ]’EllGUSON mentions in a recent number of the
American Medical Joiirnal that in 1890 he published a paper
calling attention to the usefulness of strophanthus in C:1ses
of exophthalmic goitre. He returns to the subject in the
paper under consideration, and emphasises the statement of
the beneficial effect which it has produced in his experience
in this affection. It is said to be particularly useful in the
early cases in which rapid heart action may be almost the
only symptom present, and, whilst not vaunting it as a spe-
cific in this disease, Dr. Ferguson is inclined to regard its
usefulness as very great. In the discussion which followed
the paper when it was read, various opinions were expressed
on the subject of the treatment of Graves’ disease, but the
experience of the benefits of strophanthus did not seem to
be universal. Without entering on a consideration of the
subject of the paper we would express a certain amount of
surprise that anyone writing on this particular drug should
not be more familiar with the spelling of the name of Pro.
fessor Fraser, to whom we owe its introducticn.

MR. STANLEY’S TRIBUTE TO THE LATE
SURGEON-MAJOR PARKE.

THE characteristic letter of Mr. Stanley on the death of
Surgeon-Major Parke, which we published in last week’s
issue of THE LANCET, will remain in the literature of the

profession as a historical tribute to one of its greatest heroes.
Our profession is not poor in heroes ; but it would be difficult
amongst them all to find one greater, sweeter or gentler than
Thomas Heazle Parke, of whom Lieutenant Stairs once said,
"I I consider he saved the life of every white man in the

expedition ani that he saved Mr. Stanley’s life twice."
Lieutenant Stairs himself no doubt spoke with more feeling
as having personalJy realised the value of Parke’s services on
many occasions, and especially when his wound, caused by
a poisoned arrow, was sucked by Parke ; but it was with no
such selfish limitation that he described the ardour of heJp
and healing and resource exhibited by Parke, and which
asserted itself under conditions of misery that have been
rarely equalled in human experience. There can be no doubt

that, next to Stanley, he was the life and the very saviour of
the expedition. No difficulty in surgery, no extremity of
disease, no loathsomeness in its victims deterred him,
even when his own fever ran high and had to be kept in
check with large doses of quinine of Warburg’s tincture.
And this is the man whom the State has allowed tu

die with a sense of neglect and ingratitude. It is tco

late now to make much amends. His memory will te

cherished in the annals of human suffering and human

endurance; but it will remain a mystery and a scanca
of discredit to the service which he adorned and to th


